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*kind of assaults on the integrity of the national defence. The seat of the Governo das 


Useful contacts: 


Camara Municipal de Almeida (Almeida City Hall) 
Praca da Liberdade 

Tel: 271 570 020 - Fax: 271.570.021 

E - mail: camara@cm-almeida.pt 

URL: www.cm-almeida. 


Posto de Turismo de Almeida (Almeida tourist Office) 


S. Francisco Gates (Portas de S. Francisco) 
Tel: 271 570 020 
Closed: ist January; 1st November; 24th December and 25th December 


Centro de Saúde de Almeida (Almeida Health Centre) 
Bairro da Trigueira 
Tel: 271 574 189 


Farmacia Cunha (Pharmacy) 
Rua Comendador Cardoso, n.° 27 
Tel: 271 574 121 


Bombeiros Voluntarios de Almeida (Almeida Fire Department) 
Rua das Muralhas 
Tel: 271 574 121 


Posto da GNR de Almeida (Gendarmerie) 
Rua Forte da Conceição 
Tel: 271 574 165 
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Fortress; ~ 


In the aftermath of the rule of the Philippine Dynasty, Almeida was faced with the 
i. its outdated medieval defensive structures, wherefore right after 
the reStoration of the Portuguese independence the town committed itself to the 
building of a renewed war machine adapted to the new fire arms and fit to seal out any 


Armas (Military Governor) of the Beira Province was set up in Almeida right after 1640, 
and in 1641 the works on the fortification started, involving the direct participation of 
engineer Lassart, although the outline of the fortified circuit has been credited to Pedro 
Gilles de St. Paul, according to the Antoine de Ville method. The hexagonal fortress is 
made up of six bulwarks (Sao Francisco, São Pedro, Santo António, Nossa Senhora das 
Brotas or Trem, Santa Barbara and São Jodo de Deus), to which correspond an equal 
number of ravelins, (Cruz, Amores, Brecha, Santo Antonio, Paiol Doble or Hospital de 
Sangue). Watch-towers at all angles of the bulwark and in the middle of the curtain 
walls brace the defence of the citadel. The defence and the ravelins are surrounded by 
a moat, which besides being a means of defence also served as a basin for the waste 
waters drained from the fortress. Communication with the world outside the citadel 
was made through two main gates serving mainly civilian and public purposes or 
through three exclusively military posterns. The Almeida fortress played a 
fundamental rolė in the context the fortified towns of modern times as well as an 
extraordinary defensive role, together with the new international fortification methods 
that were applied. In 1927 it ceased to function as a fortress, but remains, today, a 
landmark in the history of Portugal. 
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Almeida 


- Court House 


- Tax Services Office 
- Junta Freguesia 

- Municipal Library (In phase deploym 
- CEAMA (Studies Center of Military Archke 
- The King’s Riding ring 

- Military Historical Museum 

- Fire Department 

- Tourism Office 

- Gendarmerie 

- Public swimming pool and tennis court 
- Youth home 

- Sports pavilion 


- Health centre 


- Coffe/Snack-bars 


- Repair-shop 
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Residential manor built 
according to a r gular plan, 
gabled roof, civilian architecture. 
Full panelied portal flanked by four 
windows, d at the angl 


and the family coat of arms, 
decorated with late 
ornaments. Located on ti 

Dr. José Casimir 

Casimiro Matias Squar 


tei ie ee SA Rk eRe Pa a ae eerie 
Delgado Freire: 18th/19th Century 


18th1 Century 


The building, called. 
he Big House), isa hug 
sustained by 
of standardi 
openings that lac n 
demarcation of the main entrance 
and to 
e ts lend 


Fontão Jún 
i tradesman 


18th Century (dated 1769 


ns. Built after the 
ately facade in 
structural elements 
1d 


tácio de Sot 
d Miguel Luis J 


locate the only 
‘onstruction built from the outset 
for military purposes. It is one of 
the most symbolic buildings of the 
fortress and the most 
monumenta rps 
Characterized by the austerity 
the outline, its facade displays a 
triple arch porch with toscani order 
pilasters. Today it is the Câmara 
Municipal (Gity Hall) of Almeida 
and is located-on the Praca da 
Liberdade (Liberdade Square). 


19 - Main Guard Corps: 18th Century (1790) 


Authors: Col Engineer 
António Velho de Azevedo 
(Conjectural) and ant-Major 


jological terms it 
storey building, military 


administrative and residential 


Late 17th Century - early 18th Century 


architect uare ground 
plan and four-gabled roo! 
Inspectorate General, part of the 
military equipment, was in charge 
of the financial management of the 
Fortresses. The adaptation works 
to transform it into the Governor's 
home, mainly of a functional and 
ere not 
ied out by 
Of these works 
the platibands remain today 
Today it is the Palacio da Justi 
(Court House) 
Located on the Republica 
uare 


15 - Home of Field Marshall Manuel Leitão 


ocated 
and on the 
stood the Igreja Matriz 
Senhora das Candeias 
Senhora das_ Can 


13 - Clock Tower: 1830 


ut in the urban mesh. It hi 
square shape and four bell 
windows that can be reached 
terior woode: 
staircase, Ex ing symmetry 
and 


and the baroque e: 
Located in the former Cemitério 
da Vila (Town Ci 


de Carvalho/The Leitées Palace 


Late 17th Century first quarter of the 18th Century. 


floor framing the family 
arms, deci with 

ornaments. Located in the 
Combatentes Mortos pela Patria 


20th Century 


ally known as the 

("Old Public 
fers to the old market 
1 the Praca Velha (Old 
where the Câmara 


18 - Old Public Square 


nbatente 
Mortes pela Patria St 


Creator: Manuel de Azevedo 
Fortes and José Fernandes Pinto 
de Alpoim (ATR). 


Two-storey building, 
rectangular elongated ground 
plan, four- f and 
pyramid shaped c on the 
ridge. The construction is made up 
of two juxtaposedly arranged 
elements setting very long and 
rhythmical elevations. T 
is made up of 21 transverse 
modules, subdivided into two tent 
sha eds whjch served as 
jatior“for the Infantry 
d on the República 


21 - Squadron barracks: 18th Century (1736-1750) 


13th-14th / 16th Century 


12 - Almeida Castle: 


hurch - 17th Century 


22 - Misericórdia C 


Bite 


Creator: Francisco Danzilho 


h) 


The present ruin 
Almeida Castle, a ci 
an explosion which o 


the 26th c ( 

nch Invasion), show a square, 
irregular ground plan, surrounded 
by a paved moat and: masonry 
counter-scarp, showing the 
foundation of 4 circular towers at 
its angles . The works carried out 
in 1695 deactivated the outdated 
15th Century castle, with its 
donjon and internal band of wai 
transforming the donjon into an 
ammunition and gunpowder 
depot. 


Creator: Jerónimo 
Azevedo (ATR). 


Building with an (irregular) long 
rectangular ground plan and 
gabled roof. The two juxtap 


elements correspond in spatia 
terms to the slab paved and 
wooden roofed nave and the Lady- 
chapel, delimited by the masonry 
triumph arch and flanked by two 
gilded 19th Century altar-pieces 
The church was addorsed to the 
former Hospital now Lar da 

dia (Misericórdia Home) 

on the Praca da Republic 


17th Century 


11 - Santo António Gate: 


Creator: Jerénim 
Azevedo, 


Identical to the São Francisco 
Gate in structural terms, albeit 
more monumental and with a 
more distinguished outline. 
Curved shape, bomb-proof roof. 
Guard house on the side, fire 
place, latrines and sinks. The floor 
of the magisterial gate was made 
of wooden planks and on its sides 
there were two guard houses 


Building 
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ion it 
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24 - House of the General Butler 
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ganizatio 
veins in each floc 
The noble flo 
ntre the c 


or presents in 
at of arms 


1 - São Francisco or Cruz Double Doors, 17th Century 


Double fortre: 


in the mid 
orced to si 


firepl: 
rds the esplanad 
bra: 


10 - The King's 


17th Century 17th Century with ar 


(Conjectural) 20th Ceni 


The present Almeida Riding 
Ring has undergone many 
functional adaptatior 
Originally an 
forges fi 
pair of war 
functioned as 
barra as Artillery 
Detachment Barracks. During the 
f of the 19th Century it 
ame totally d riorated. Of 
original structures the 
owing remain: The portal 
by the royal arms, the 
uilding with the manger, the 
circular wall and the lateral walls 
and buttresses. Located on the 
Baluarte de N nhora das 


y (adapted as a 


wark) 


7 - Upper Square 


aluarte de 
Santa Bárbara (Santa Bárbara 
Iwark). it comprises 23 

mbrasures, the Upper Square 
platforms on the flanks 

v battery for launching 


ty underground he 
ll vault of which only three 


fur 

main aspects, pe: 

were used to lodge the inhabit 
and to ns. AS 

water supply it had a water tank 
anda well 


4 - Casemate: 17th/18th/19th Century (conjectural) 


itary hospital 


der Regular of 
Saint Fran to Our Lad’ 


of Loreto, 


ground plan whi 
the church (at p 


Jesus\Chapel), c 
only one portal (built b 
in 16 


Joaquim Carvalho do 


2 - Former Nossa Senhora do Loreto Convent / Barracks and mi 
16th/18th/19th/20th Century. At present it is the Igreja Matriz Parish Church 


9 - Guard house locker 
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6 - Nossa Senhora das Neves 
(Country-house Hotel) 1971-1987 


5 - House of the Exposed/Unwanted Babies 


19th Century 


The lockers are located in the 
Santa Barbara and Paiol revelins. 
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Doble Ravelin, Vaubanian 
influence, thus designated for 
tituting a double structu 
From the technical point of vie 
one of the most perfect bul 
“enables to draw all 
the front of the 
bulwark 
It displays a v 


on the ground said to h; 

The drawbridge 
(recreated) established 
connection betwee 
tification and the 
where some grave 
beseen 


19th Century (dated 1843) 


entury 
d an important 


with a squa 


ground plan paved 
pebbles. Today it is the 
Located in 


3 - Stately Home 17th/18th Century (conjectural) 


